
Dialogue on Imperialism  

  

I. Rudyard Kipling, The  

White Man's Burden,  

1899  

  

Take up the White Man's burden--  

Send forth the best ye breed--  

Go bind your sons to exile  

To serve your captives' need;  

To wait in heavy harness,  

On fluttered folk and wild--  

Your new-caught, sullen peoples,  

Half-devil and half-child.  

  

 Take up the White Man's  

burden--  

In patience to abide,  

To veil the threat of terror  

And check the show of pride;  

By open speech and simple,  

An hundred times made plain  

To seek another's profit,  

And work another's gain.  

  



 Take up the White Man's  

burden--  

The savage wars of peace--  

Fill full the mouth of Famine  

And bid the sickness cease;  

And when your goal is nearest  

The end for others sought,  

Watch sloth and heathen Folly  

Bring all your hopes to nought.  

  

 Take up the White Man's  

burden--  

No tawdry rule of kings,  

But toil of serf and sweeper--  

The tale of common things.  

The ports ye shall not enter,  

The roads ye shall not tread,  

Go mark them with your living,  

And mark them with your dead.  

  

 Take up the White Man's  

burden--  

And reap his old reward:  

The blame of those ye better,  

The hate of those ye guard--  



The cry of hosts ye humour  

(Ah, slowly!) toward the light:--  

"Why brought he us from bondage,  

Our loved Egyptian night?"  

  

 Take up the White Man's  

burden--  

Ye dare not stoop to less--  

Nor call too loud on Freedom  

To cloke your weariness;  

By all ye cry or whisper,  

By all ye leave or do,  

The silent, sullen peoples  

Shall weigh your gods and you.  

  

 Take up the White Man's  

burden--  

Have done with childish days--  

The lightly proferred laurel,  

The easy, ungrudged praise.  

Comes now, to search your  

manhood  

Through all the thankless years  

Cold, edged with dear-bought  

wisdom, The judgment of your peers!II.  



1.  The two great needs of mankind, that all men may be lifted into the light of the highest 

Christian civilization, are, first, a pure, spiritual Christianity, and, second, civil liberty....It 

follows then, that the Anglo-Saxon, as the great representative of these two ideas, the depository 

of these two great blessings, sustains peculiar relations to the world's future, is divinely 

commissioned to be, in a peculiar sense, his brother's keeper. 

  

--Josiah Strong, 1885 
 

2. First.  In the cause of humanity and to put an end to the barbarities, bloodshed, starvation, and 

horrible miseries now existing there [in Cuba], and which the parties to the conflict are either 

unable or unwilling to stop or mitigate.... 

  

Second.  We owe it to our citizens in Cuba to afford them that protection and indemnity for life 

and property.... 

  

Third.  The right to intervene may be justified by the very serious injury to the commerce, trade, 

and business of our people and by he wanton destruction of property and devastation of the 

island.         

  

--President McKinley's call for war against Spain, 1898 
 

3. When next I realized that the Philippines had dropped into our laps I confess I did not know 

what to do with them....I walked the floor of the White House night after night until midnight; 

and I am not ashamed to tell you, gentlemen, that I went down on my knees and prayed 

Almighty God for light and guidance....And one night late it came to me this way.... 

(1)  that we could not give them back to Spain--that would be cowardly and dishonorable;       

(2)  That we could not turn them over to France or Germany--our commercial rivals in the 

Orient--that would be bad business and discreditable; 

(3)  That we could not leave them to themselves--they were unfit for self-government--and they 

would soon have anarchy and misrule worse than Spain's war; 

(4) That there was nothing left for us to do but to take them all, and to educate the Filipinos, and 

uplift and civilize and Christianize them as our fellow men for whom Christ also died.    

     

--President McKinley on the Philippines   

 

4. The opposition tells us that we ought not to govern a people without their consent.  I answer, 

the rule of liberty that all just government derives its authority from the consent of the governed, 

applies only to those who are capable of self-government.  We govern the Indians without their 

consent; we govern the territories without their consent; we govern our children without their 

consent.  I answer, would not the natives of the Philippines prefer the just, humane, civilizing 

government of the Republic to the savage, bloody rule of pillage and extortion from which we 

have rescued them?       

  

--Senator Albert J. Beveridge, 1900  



5. If we seek merely swollen, slothful ease and ignoble peace, if we shrink from the hard contests 

where men must win at the hazard of their lives and at the risk of all they hold dear, then bolder 

and stronger peoples will pass us by, and will win for themselves the domination of the world. 

  

--Theodore Roosevelt, 1900 

  

  

There is a homely adage which runs, "Speak softly and carry a big stick; you will go far."  If the 

American nation will speak softly and yet build and keep at a pitch of the highest training a 

thoroughly efficient navy, the Monroe Doctrine will go far. 

  

--Theodore Roosevelt, 1901 

  

  

It is not true that the United States feels any land hunger or entertains any projects as regards the 

other nations of the Western Hemisphere save such as are for their welfare.  All that this country 

desires is to see the neighboring countries stable, orderly and prosperous....Chronic wrongdoing, 

or an impotence which results in a general loosening of the ties of civilized society, may in 

America, as elsewhere, ultimately require intervention...[and] force the United States, however 

reluctantly, in flagrant cases of such wrongdoing or impotence, to the exercise of an internal 

police power. 

  

--Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine, 1904 
 

6) From Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness: 

  “They were conquerors, and for that you want only brute force—nothing  

to boast of, when you have it, since your strength is just an accident arising  

from the weakness of others. They grabbed what they could get for the fake  

of what was to be got. It was just robbery with violence, aggravated murder  

on a great scale, and men going at it blind—as is very proper for those who  

tackle a darkness. The conquest of the earth, which mostly means the  

taking it away from those who have a different complexion or slightly flatter  

noses than ourselves, is not a pretty thing when you look into it much. What  

redeems it is the idea only. An idea at the back of it; not a sentimental  

pretence but an idea; and an unselfish belief in the idea—something you can  

set up, and bow down before, and offer a sacrifice to…”  



7. “Civilization is falling from me little by little. I am beginning to think  

simply, to feel only very little hatred for my neighbor--rather, to love him.  

All the joys--animal and human--of a free life are mine. I have escaped  

everything that is artificial, conventional, customary. I am entering into the  

truth, into nature. Having the certitude of a succession of days like this  

present one, equally free and beautiful, peace descends on me. I develop  

normally and no longer occupy myself with useless vanities.  

Noa Noa, Paul Gaguin, http://www.sacred-texts.com/pac/noa/noa01.htm#page_92  


